CentOS 4 Installation
This document will describe setting up CentOS 4.  CentOS is a freely available Linux operating system.  It is built from the source code of Red Hat Enterprise Linux and the goal is to be the equivalent of Red Hat Enterprise Linux.

The CDs provided for the installation of CentOS were downloaded from the download section of www.centos.org.  If for any reason you need to download additional copies make sure to find the CentOS 4 “ISOs”.  Make sure you select the folder for “i386” for non-64 bit hardware.  Select a mirror and download the ‘.iso’ files (4 of them).  Burn each of these ‘.iso’ files to a separate CD using CD burning software.  Some mirror sites may also have a DVD ISO but these instructions assume 4 CDs.

1. Insert CD #1 into the main CD drive of the PC.

2. Reboot the machine.

3. The machine should boot from the CD and bring up a prompt about installing CentOS.  If it does not try putting CD #1 in the second CD drive if there is one or check the BIOS settings to be sure the machine attempts to boot from a CD before booting from the hard drive.

4. On the prompt that appears asking about installation method hit the <ENTER> key to install in graphical mode.
5. The next step will prompt if you want to test the installation media.  You may want to check the installation media the first time you use it or if you burned your own copies.  If you wish you can test the installation media by hitting <ENTER> with the “OK” button selected but this does take a while.  If you do check the media reinsert CD #1 when you are done before continuing.  If you do not wish to test the installation media hit the <TAB> key until “Skip” is selected and hit <ENTER>.  

6. On the welcome screen of the graphical installer press the ‘Next’ button.
7. Make sure that English is selected for the installation language and press the ‘Next’ button.

8. Make sure the correct keyboard type (usually US English) is selected and press the ‘Next’ button.

9. Select a “Custom” installation type and press the ‘Next’ button.

10. Select the option to “Automatically partition” and press the ‘Next’ button.

11. Select the 2nd option to “remove all partitions on this system” and press the ‘Next’ button.

12. Confirm that you want to remove all data from the hard drive by clicking the “Yes” button.
13. On the screen that shows the disk setup press the ‘Next’ button.

14. Accept the defaults on the bootloader configuration and press the ‘Next’ button.

15. On the network configuration page select the option to manually set a hostname.  Enter a value that will be unique on the local network so that machines in the classroom can network with each other.  Depending on the network of your location you may need to change other settings on the networking page but the default of DHCP configuration is often the correct choice.  Press the ‘Next’ button when your choices are correct for your networking requirements.
16. On the next screen change the firewall option to “No firewall”.  Change the “Enable SELinux” option to “Disabled”.  Press the ‘Next’ button.

17. Press the “Proceed” button to confirm disabling the firewall.  

18. On the screen for additional languages, press the ‘Next’ button to accept the defult set of languages.

19. Select the appropriate time zone option and press the ‘Next’ button.

20. Enter and confirm a root password of “centOS" including the capitals.  Press the ‘Next’ button.

21. The next screen shows a list of available packages. Check off the option in the “Desktop” group for “KDE”.  This is the ONLY change that should be made from the default options.  Press the ‘Next’ button.  It may take a minute or two to show the next screen.
22. Press the ‘Next’ button to begin the installation of CentOS.  
23. Confirm that you have the CDs listed and press the ‘Continue’ button.
24. Switch the disks when prompted to continue the installation.
25. When installation is complete, remove any CD from the machine and press the ‘Reboot’ button.

26. After rebooting, press the ‘Next’ button on the Welcome screen.

27. Confirm the option to agree to the license is checked and press the ‘Next’ button.

28. Set the date and time appropriately and press the ‘Next’ button.
29. Configure options for the display settings.  You can adjust the monitor type and resolution if you wish but this can also be adjusted by students after installation.

30. On the screen to create a user fill in the following information and press the ‘Next’ button:



Username:

student



Full name:

(leave blank)


Password:

centOS (including capitals)


Confirm password:
centOS (including capitals)
31. Press the ‘Next’ button to skip installing additional CDs.

32. Press the ‘Next’ button to complete the installation configuration.

33. When prompted, type “root” as the username, hit <ENTER>.

34. Type “centOS” including the capitals as the password and hit <ENTER> again to login.

35. If you get a message in the upper right corner about updates press the ‘X’ to close the pop-up without installing the updates.
36. Select ‘Actions -> Log Out root...’ to logout.  Confirm that you want to logout.
